
Homily Notes for the 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time "C",     Sept 4, 2022 
Readings: 1st - Wis 9:13-18b; Ps: 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17; 2nd - Phil 9-10, 12-17; Gospel - Lk 14:25-33 

Theme: The Cost of Discipleship.  How costly?  Why me?  Why is it worth it? 
How should this guide my work? 

 

1. Summary: Jesus makes it clear that the cost of discipleship and hence of salvation is very high. We 
might ask, "Why do I have to undergo so much?" "Is it really worth it?" "Aren't there other alternatives?" 
"Today's readings challenge us to total commitment to follow Jesus, putting God first in all aspects of our lives. 
 

2. The first reading affirms how little we can know on our own. It also instructs us to turn to God for the 
gifts of discernment and wisdom from the Holy Spirit in order to obey His will as disciples.  
  

3. The second reading teaches us that detachment and renunciation are necessary. Paul had to renounce 
the service of Onesimus and return him to his master as a runaway slave accepting the consequences. 
 

4. The psalm instructs disciples to be aware constantly of the brevity and uncertainty of life. 
 

5. Today's Gospel reminds us to count the cost of being a Christian, because the cost is high. Christian 
discipleship requires one to "renounce" both possessions of the earth and possessions of the heart (i.e., one's 
attractions, feelings, and relationships). Surprisingly this leads to lasting happiness!  
     Note that the Greek word for “hating” can also mean “love less.” We must love God above all things. 
     “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” Calculate the cost!  
 

6. In Luke's Gospel Jesus identifies four criteria for discipleship: 
 1. Renouncing the attachment to family by putting God first, before family. 
 2. Severing one's attachment to possessions by leading a life detached from material possessions, always 
able to give them up. In today's reading we hear the phrase, "every one of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple." This does not mean holding a giant yard sale and living as wandering 
paupers. It does mean that we must be detached enough from our possessions that we can share what we have 
with others sacrificially and not be kept from our mission by our possessions (See Mt 19:16ff). 
 3. Accepting the hard consequences of discipleship which involves daily sacrificial service to others, 
even possibly losing one's life for them. We must also be faithful in our stewardship, faithful in our worship 
attendance, faithful in our sexuality, honest in our business practices, accurate on our tax returns, and we must 
show compassion for the less fortunate. 
 4. Calculating the cost involved before jumping in. 
 

7. One key idea, especially to being a fruitful, productive disciple involves the need to work. Since this is 
Labor Day weekend, let’s look at the Bible on work. Work is important to God and to us. Let us review some 
basic passages. These would be good for us to meditate upon and share with our children. 
 
8. Work is not a result of the Fall, but it is made harder because of the Fall. In Gen 2:8 we see that our 
purpose on earth is to work, “to till and keep” the garden. We are to care for and order the earth we have been 
given. But our work is more difficult because of the Fall (See Gen 3:17). 
 

9. We are called to glorify God in our work. When we work, we are to work according to the will and 
guidelines of God (See Col 3:23)  

“Whatever your task, work heartily, as serving the Lord and not men, knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the inheritance as your word.” 

In this context, the failure to work responsibly would be to live in a “disorderly” way. 
 
10. All Christians must be responsible, working in an orderly way. St. Paul in 2 Thessalonians 3:10 says 
this: Not to work responsibly is “disorderly.” 

“In fact, when we were with you, we instructed you that if anyone was unwilling to work, neither should 
that one eat.”  

 



11. Our “full-time job” Our “full-time job” is our family. Working to earn a living is a “part-time job.” 
Jesus himself worked with his hands as a carpenter until about thirty years of age (Lk 3:23). 
 
12. By our baptism we are called to be a model for evangelizing and redeeming the world, wherever. 
 

13. Recovering a theology of work can encourage a flourishing and prosperous society, especially under 
the Ten Commandments. This was the understanding of our Founding Fathers. When we work together 
honestly with other people and serve customers, giving them good products and services, without trickery or 
deception, we increase the well-being of our society. We are to use our talents for the good of the kingdom! 
 
14. Micah 4:4 describes the result of such life: 

“Every man shall sit under his own vine or under his own fig tree, undisturbed; for the mouth of the 
Lord of hosts has spoken. For on that day, we will walk in the name of the Lord, forever and ever. 

 

Contrast the above, which assumes private ownership of property to modern day socialists and progressives 
who are saying, “In the future, you will own nothing, and you will be happy.” Please note that in such societies 
people are not motivated to work and everyone, except the elites, is poor and hungry with no personal freedom. 
 

15. What we work at and how we do that work is very important. St. James expresses this (Js 2:18ff):  
“Indeed, someone might say, “You have faith and I have works.” Demonstrate your faith to me without 
works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my work. Even the demons believe that and 
tremble.” 
 

16. This is, indeed, how we can be rightly judged by others, Matt 7:15.  
“By their fruits you will know them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Just 
so, every good three bears good fruit, and a rotten tree bears bad fruit.  Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 

17. The instruction of the rabbis to the Jews told them to respect those who do manual work (Sir 38:31-34): 

“All these men are skilled with their hands, each one an expert at his own task. Without them not city 
could be lived in, and wherever they stay, they need not hunger….   Yet they maintain God’s ancient 
handiwork, and their concern is for exercise of their skill…  But the work they do holds this world 
together.” 

 

18. Being productive, not lazy nor evil, requires work. St. Paul says in Ephesians 4:28: 
“The thief must no longer steal, but rather labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may 
have something to share with one in need.” 

 

19. In the Catechism (#901) we see “For all their works, prayers, and apostolic undertakings, family and 
married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, of they are accomplished in the Spirit – indeed even the 
hardships of life if patiently born – all these become spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
 

20. One word of warning. Sloth is one of the Seven Deadly Sins. How easy to be lazy and uncaring in what 
we work at! Sloth is the sin of “not caring”. Let us care about the things God cares about. One observation of 
the seriousness of “Sloth.” See Anthony Campolo’s book, the Seven Deadly Sins. Social scientist M. Scott Peck 
says that laziness is a major cause of evil, a primary cause of psychological illness, and the main reason that 
Americans are increasingly failing at human relations. 
 

21. In conclusion: the themes of our Scripture as well as the theology of work calls us to be first, focused on 
Jesus, and then careful, diligent, and hard-working in all that we do. What does this say to us today? 
 

15. Questions: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself that He wants? 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and discipline my  

children into becoming? 
  


